WINE SPECTATOR’s
A SNEAK PREVIEW OF THE BUYING GUIDE FOR THE SEPT. 30, 2017 ISSUE,
FEATURING ALL OF THE SPECTATOR SELECTIONS
Wine Spectator’sSept. 30 issue is an Insider’s Guide to Napa Valley, with expert advice and recommendations on resorts,
restaurants and wineries. Plus, the top wines from this popular region are featured. The issue’s tasting reports cover
California Pinot Noir and white Burgundy. And don’t miss our interview with movie star and vintner Drew Barrymore.

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED
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LE CASALTE Vino Nobile di Montepulciano Quercetonda 2012 • $50

Packed with sweet, ripe black cherry, blackberry, leather, spice and iron aromas and flavors, this is powerful, polished
and intense. Tar and mineral elements become more pronounced on the finish, which is bound by the dense tannins.
Shows terrific length. Drink now through 2030. 580 cases made.—B.S.

LOUIS CHÈZE Condrieu Brèze 2015 • $50

Gorgeous in every way, with a creamy, seductive mouthfeel, enticing notes of creamed pear, apple and melon,
flashes of anise and mineral for energy, and a long, beguiling finish that lets the fruit linger beautifully. Drink now
through 2022. 700 cases made.—J.M.

MAZZEI Chianti Classico Castello Fonterutoli Gran Selezione 2013 • $70

An essence of sweet cherry grounds the surrounding flavors of leather, iron, spice and tobacco in this firm red,
which remains vibrant and refined. Bracing acidity and dense, muscular tannins play out on the long finish. Drink
now through 2028. 5,000 cases made.—B.S.

CASTIGLION DEL BOSCO Brunello di Montalcino 2012 • $43

A bright, cherry-laced red, accented by iron, earth, tar and tobacco notes. Though lean and tight on the finish, this
is lively, with a lingering aftertaste of cherry, tobacco and mineral. Best from 2019 through 2032. 4,000 cases
imported.—B.S.

J.-A. FERRET Pouilly-Fuissé Les Perrières Tête de Cru 2015 • $48

Toast and pastry aromas and flavors highlight this concentrated, peachy white. Bracing acidity and a minerally streak
lurk in the background, while the finish pulls everything together. Should be terrific in a year or two. Best from 2018
through 2026. 525 cases made.—B.S.

SHAFER Chardonnay Napa Valley Carneros Red Shoulder Ranch 2015 • $52

Rich and spicy, featuring an elegant mix of baked apple, honeydew melon, pear and light minerally notes. Ends full
and persistent, with a long, layered aftertaste. Drink now through 2021. 6,700 cases made.—J.L.

COLLECTIBLES
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E. GUIGAL Côte-Rôtie La Landonne 2013 • $525

A thunderhead of dark ganache and espresso notes slowly rolls through, while fig paste, melted licorice, warm plum
and blackberry compote flavors follow. A massive beam of graphite drives the finish to a crescendo, with the fruit
echoing. Best from 2022 through 2050. 63 cases imported.—J.M.

E. GUIGAL Côte-Rôtie La Turque 2013 • $525

A stunning, modern-styled version, with scintillating raspberry purée, plum confiture and blackberry reduction
flavors gliding over velvety but copious tannins. Alluring warm ganache and fruitcake accents gild the finish,
which sails on and on. Best from 2020 through 2045. 67 cases imported.—J.M.

DOMAINE HUËT Vouvray Moelleux Clos du Bourg 2016 • $50

A stunner, with beautiful pear, green fig, yellow apple and quince notes that are creamy and sweet, yet seamless
and refined in feel. The extremely long finish lets honeysuckle and verbena notes dance throughout, with a light
echo of white ginger at the very end. Best from 2020 through 2040. 1,000 cases made.—J.M.

